
 

MYSTERY 
Chasing Vermeer by Blue Balliett  

J FIC Balliett; J PB Balliett 
When a book of unexplainable occurrences brings Petra 

Andalee and Calder Pillay together, strange things start to 

happen: seemingly unrelated events connect, an eccentric old woman 

seeks their company, and an invaluable Vermeer painting disappears. 

 

Something Upstairs by Avi  

J PB Avi 
Kenny moves from Los Angeles to Providence, Rhode Island, where he  

discovers that his new house is haunted by the spirit of a slave boy who asks 

Kenny to return with him to the early nineteenth century and prevent his 

 murder.  

 

Room One by Andrew Clements  

J PB Clements 

Ted Hammond, the only sixth grader in his small Nebraska town's  

one-room schoolhouse, searches for clues to the disappearance of a 

homeless family. 

 
REALISTIC FICTION 

Blubber by Judy Blume  

J PB Blume 
Jill goes along with the rest of the fifth-grade class in tormenting a 

classmate and then finds out what it's like when she, too, becomes a 

target.  

 

On My Honor by Marion Diane Bauer  

J FIC Whelan 
Weighed down by guilt, Joel searches for the courage to tell the truth 

about the disappearance--and apparent drowning--of his best friend 

Tony while the boys are playing near the treacherous, and forbidden, 

Vermillion River.  

 

The Naked Mole Rat Letters by Mary Amato  

J PB Amato 
When her father begins a long-distance romance with a Washington, 

D.C. zookeeper, twelve-year-old Frankie sends fabricated email letters 

to the zookeeper in an attempt to end the relationship.  

 

ADVENTURE  
The Tale of Despereaux by Kate 

DiCamillo 

J PB DiCamillo 
Despereux Tilling, Roscuro, and Miggery Sow are about to embark 

on a journey that will lead them down into a horrible dungeon, up 

into a glittering castle, and, ultimately, into each other’s lives. And 

what happens then?  

 

The Tail of Emily Windsnap by Lizz Kessler 

J FIC Kessler 
After finally convincing her mother that she should take swimming 

lessons, twelve-year-old Emily discovers a terrible and wonderful 

secret about herself that opens up a whole new world  
 

Treasure Hunters* by James Patterson  

J FIC Patterson 
The Kidd siblings have grown up diving down to shipwrecks and 

traveling the world. But after their parents disappear on the job, the 

kids are suddenly thrust into the biggest treasure hunt of their lives.  

 

Graphic Novels  
Nightlights by Lorena Alvarez  

J GN Alvarez 
When a mysterious new girl appears at school, Sandy's drawings are 

noticed for the first time...but Morfie's fascination with Sandy's  

talent soon turns into something far more sinister.   

 

Mighty Jack* by Ben Hatke  

J GN Hatke 
What starts as a normal little garden out back behind Jack’s house 

quickly grows up into a wild, magical jungle with tiny onion babies 

running amok, huge, pink pumpkins that bite, and, on one moonlit 

night that changes everything…a dragon.  

 

Smile by Raina Telgemeier  

J GN Telgemeier  
 From sixth grade through tenth grade, Raina copes with a  

variety of dental problems  that affect her appearance and how she 

feels about herself. 

 
 
 

 
 

HISTORICAL FICTION 

Dandelions 

by Eve Bunting  

J  FIC Bunting 
Zoe and her family find strength in each other as they make a new 

home in the Nebraska territory. 
 

The Watsons Go to Birmingham—1963 by Christopher 

Paul Curtis 

J PB Curtis/YA FIC Curtis 
The ordinary interactions and everyday routines of the Watsons, an 

African American family living in Flint, Michigan, are drastically 

changed after they go to visit Grandma in Alabama in the summer 

of 1963.  

 

Rodzina 

By Karen Cushman 

J  PB Cushman 

A twelve-year-old Polish American girl is boarded onto an orphan 

train in Chicago with fears about traveling to the West and a life of 

unpaid slavery. 
 

.SPORTS 

Patina by Jason Reynolds  

J  FIC Reynolds 
A newbie to the track team, Patina must learn to 

rely on her teammates as she tries to outrun her 

personal demons  
 

Last Man Out by Mike Lupica  

J FIC Lupica 
Tommy's dad taught him everything he knows about football--and 

life. "First man in; last man out" had always been his dad's  

motto...yet he never said anything about leaving in an ambulance. 

Now Tommy's biggest battle has nothing to do with a football field   

 

Plunked by Michael Northrop  

J FIC Northrop  
When a young slugger gets hit by a pitch, he needs more than  

practice to get back his game.  

 



SCIENCE FICTION, FANTASY, & 
SCARY STORIES 

 
Peter and the Starcatchers by Dave Barry and Ridley 

Pearson  

J FIC Barry 

Soon after Peter, an orphan, sets sail from England on the ship 

Never Land, he befriends and assists Molly, a young Starcatcher, 

whose mission is to guard a trunk of magical stardust from a 

greedy pirate and the native inhabitants of a remote island. 

 

The Phantom Toll Booth by Norton Juster  

J FIC Juster 
For Milo, everything’s a bore. When a tollbooth mysteriously 

appears in his room, he drives through only because he’s got 

nothing better to do. But on the other side, things seem different. 

Somewhere along the way, Milo realizes something astonishing. 

Life is far from dull. In fact, it’s exciting beyond his wildest 

dreams.  

   

Gegor the Overlander by Suzanne Collins  

J FIC Collins 

When eleven-year-old Gregor and his two-year-old sister are 

pulled into a strange underground world, they trigger an epic  

battle involving men, bats, rats, cockroaches, and spiders while 

on a quest foretold by ancient prophecy. 
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