
SCIENCE FICTION & FANTASY  

INKHEART by Cornelia Funke 

 J PB Funke 

Twelve-year-old Meggie learns that her father Mo, a 

bookbinder, can "read" fictional characters to life when 

an evil ruler named Capricorn, freed from the novel 

"Inkheart" years earlier, tries to force Mo to release 

an immortal monster from the story.  

 
THE SEA OF TROLLS  by Nancy Farmer 

J PB Farmer 

After Jack becomes apprenticed to a Druid bard, he 

and his little sister Lucy are captured by Viking  

Berserkers and taken to the home of King 

Ivar the Boneless and his half-troll queen, leading Jack 

to undertake a vital quest to Jotunheim, home of the 

trolls. 

 
THE GRAVEYARD BOOK by Neil Gaiman 

J FIC Gaiman 

 Owens is a normal boy, except that he has been raised 

by ghosts and other denizens of the graveyard.  

RED PYRAMID* by Rick 

Riordan 

J PB Riordan 

Sadie and Carter Kane discover that the gods of Egypt 

are waking, and the worst of them–Set–has his sights on 

the Kanes. To stop him, the siblings embark on a  

dangerous journey across the globe. 

 
GATHERING BLUE* by Lois Lowry 

J FIC Lowry 

Lame and suddenly orphaned, Kira is mysteriously re-

moved from her squalid village to live in the palatial 

Council Edifice, where she is expected to use her gifts 

as a weaver to do the bidding of the all-powerful  

Guardians. 
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HISTORICAL FICTION 

FEVER, 1793 

by Laurie Halse Anderson  

J PB Anderson 

Fourteen-year-old Mattie Cook struggles to keep her 

family and her family's business alive during a fever. 

 
NIGHT JOURNEYS 

by Avi 

J PB Avi 

In the spring of 1768, twelve-year-old Peter, living with 

his Quaker guardian near the Pennsylvania-New Jersey 

border, joins in the search for two runaway indentured 

servants. 

 
SAVING ZASHA by Randi G. Barrow 

J FIC Barrow 

In 1945 Russia, those who own German shepherds are 

considered traitors, but thirteen-year-old Mikhail and 

his family are determined to keep the dog a dying man 

brought them, while his classmate Katia strives to learn 

his secret.  

 
AL CAPONE DOES MY SHIRTS*  

by Gennifer Choldenko  

J FIC Choldenko/J PB Choldenko 

A twelve-year-old boy named Moose moves to Alcatraz 

Island in 1935 when guards' families were housed 

there, and has to contend with his extraordinary new 

environment in addition to life with his autistic sister. 
 

KIRA-KIRA by Cynthia Kadohata 

J FIC Kadohata 

Chronicles the close friendship between two Japanese-

American sisters growing up in rural Georgia during the 

late 1950s and early 1960s, and the despair when one 

sister becomes terminally ill. 

REALISTIC FICTION 

BECAUSE OF WINN-DIXIE by  

Kate DiCamillo 

J PB Hiaasen 

Ten-year-old India Opal Buloni describes her first summer 

in the town of Naomi, Florida, and all the good things that 

happen to her because of her big ugly dog Winn-Dixie. 

 
THE VIEW FROM SATURDAY 

by E.L. Konigburg  

J FIC Konigsburg/J PB Konigsburg 

Four students, with their own individual stories, develop a special bond and 

attract the attention of their teacher, a paraplegic, who chooses them to 

represent their sixth-grade class in the Academic Bowl competition.  

 
SHILOH by Phyllis Reynolds Naylor 

J FIC Naylor/J PB Naylor 

When he finds a lost beagle in the hills behind his West Virginia home, 

Marty tries to hide it from his family and the dog's real owner, a  

mean-spirited man known to shoot deer out of season and to mistreat his 

dogs.  

 

SPORTS 

TANGERINE by Edward Bloor  

J PB Bloor 

With the help of his new teammates, Paul Fisher  

begins to discover what lies beneath the surface of his 

strange new hometown.  

 
LAST SHOT by  

John Feinstein 

J PB Feinstein/YA PB Feinstein 

After winning a basketball reporting contest, eighth graders Stevie and 

Susan are sent to cover the Final Four tournament, where they discover 

that a talented player is being blackmailed into throwing the final game. 

 
HEAT by Mike Lupica 

J FIC Lupica 

Pitching prodigy Michael Arroyo is on the run from social services after 

being banned from playing Little League baseball because rival coaches 

doubt he is only twelve years old and he has no parents to offer them 

proof. 

ADVENTURE  

 THE INCREDIBLE JOURNEY  

by Shiela Burnford 

J FIC Burnford/J PB Burnford 

A Siamese cat, an old bull terrier, and a young Labrador 

retriever  

travel together 250 miles 

through the Canadian wilderness to find 

their family. 
 

JULIE OF THE WOLVES by Jean 

Craighead George 

J  Fic George 

At 13, an orphan, and unhappily married, Miyax runs away 

from her husband's parents' home, hoping to reach San Francisco and 

her pen pal.  

  
HOLES by Louis Sachar  

J PB Sachar 

Stanley has been unjustly sent to a boys' detention center, 

Camp Green Lake, where the warden makes the boys "build 

character" by spending all day, every day, digging holes: 

five feet wide and five feet deep.  

 
THINGS NOT SEEN by Andrew Clem-

ents 

J PB Clements 

When fifteen-year-old Bobby wakes up and finds him-

self invisible, he and his parents and his new blind friend 

Alicia try to find out what caused his condition and how 

to reverse it. 

 
MANIAC MAGEE by Jerry Spinelli 

J FIC Spinelli/J PB Spinelli 

After his parents die, Jeffrey Lionel Magee's life be-

comes legendary, as he accomplishes athletic and other 

feats which awe his  

contemporaries. 


